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The work of the Indian Red Cross Society 
and the St. John Ambulance Association in 
war-time being closely interlocked, the war 
activites of both bodies since the beginning of the 
war have been placed under a Central Joint War 
Committee at headquarters and under Provincial 
or State Joint War Committees at the head- 
quarters of each Provincial or State Branch. 
The Central Committee is composed as follows: 
THE RED Cross COMMISSIONER 

Mr. H. S. Crosthwaite, ¢.1.£. (Chairman.) 


THE CHAIRMAN, 
St. JoHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION (INDIAN COUNCIL) 
(Sir Ernest Burdon, K.C.1.E., C.S.I., I.C.S.) 


THE CHAIRMAN, INDIAN RED Cross SOCIETY 
(Major General G. G. Jolly, c.1.E., K.H.P., I.M.S.) 


THE DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL SERVICES IN INDIA 
(Major General W. H. Hamilton, ¢.B., C.1.E., C.B.E., 
D.S.O., K.H.P., I.M.S.) 
Mr. U.N. Sen, ¢.B.E. 


The Hon’ble Sir Rahimtoola Chinoy. 

The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur I. Ram Saran Das, ¢.1LE. 
Seth Haji Sir Abdoola Haroon, M.L.A. 

Mr. W. R. Tennant, 1.c.s. (Hony. Treasurer). 

K. B. Dr. A. Hamid, p.p.n. (Secretary.) 
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HOW TO HELP. 


In November last the Indian Red Cross 
issued a short pamphlet ‘‘How to help’’, telling 
the public the various branches of work in 
which their help is needed, such as Voluntary 
Aid Service (women) for military hospital 
duties, service in ladies work parties, service 
in packing and despatching literature, parcels 
etc., from Red Cross depots, and service at 
Canteens, and, for men, service in Ambulance 
Divisions. Those who could not offer their 
services in any of the above ways were urged to 
subscribe to the Red Cross appeal, money being 
an essential factor in the supply of stores and 
comforts for the sick and wounded. Copies of 
this pamphlet ‘“‘How to help” and of another 
useful pamphlet ‘‘ A simple guide to ladies work 
parties ’’ can be obtained free on application to 
Secretaries of Provincial Branches or to Red 
Cross Headquarters, 20, Talkatora Road, 
New Delhi. 


INDIAN RED CROSS APPEAL. 


This appeal was issued in November last 
‘“‘to finance throughout the duration of the war 
Red Cross work for troops serving in India and 
sent overseas from India”. So far the response 
in some Provinces has been meagre, because 
our Indian troops, except in Waziristan and in 
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France, have seen no fighting. For this reason 
most of the large subscriptions from the Indian 
Princes and from the British business community 
in Calcutta and numerous small subscriptions 
have been sent either to His Excellency the 
Viceroy’s War Purposes Fund or to one of the 
many funds at home for the Royal Navy, the 
British Army, the Royal Air Force and the 
Mercantile Marine. One notable exception has 
been the munificent donation of Rs. one lakh 
given to the Indian Red Cross by His Exalted 
Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad. Up to the 
end of April the whole of Bengal, including 
Calcutta had subscribed less than Rs. 30,000 
to the Indian Red Cross Appeal. While one 
can readily sympathise with the view that the 
funds in Europe have at present the greatest 
need, it must be remembered that once our 
Indian troops are engaged in fighting, there 
will be an immediate and heavy demand on the 
Indian Red Cross funds, the small amount 
which we have collected up-to-date will rapidly 
be used up, and urgent important Red Cross 
work will have to wait until further funds 
have been collected. It is a popular fallacy 
that nothing need be done until the crisis 
actually arises. We can all remember during 
the years when a second world war was a 
certainty, the frequent argument that expendi- 
ture on armaments in anticipation of this war 
was a waste of money. 
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RED CROSS APPEAL (CENTRAL FUND) 
UP TO 30th APRIL 1940. 


xr. Amount received direct by Central Rs. A. P. 
Fund Wiig ee 3:53,293 I0 3 
2. Amounts transferred by Provinces 
to Central Fund :— 


Rs. A. P. 
Assam ». 3,092 I Oo 
Baluchistan ay 55 0 O 
Bangalore .. II,000 0 O 
Bihar -- 43,075 9 O 
Delhi .. 16,203 8 Oo 
Hyderabad (Deccan) 35,061 14 7 


Madras (Koraput & 


Kurnool) .. 378 2 0 

Punjab -. 97,325 13 O 
Orissa .. 15,000 0 O 
Rajputana 5 329 7 3 
United Provinces.. 1,431 5 O 
Oo O 


Western India States 15,000 2,37,952 II 10 


Total Rs. .. 5,91,246 6 I 


WHAT ARE WE DOING AT PRESENT ? 


We have sent and are continuing to send 
comforts to the Expeditionary Forces and to 
Waziristan where our troops, Indian and 
British, are permanently serving under war 
conditions. Egypt has been the special charge 
of our Bombay Provincial Branch and Malaya 
the special charge of the Bengal Provincial 
Branch. A list of the things sent by or with 
the knowledge of the Joint War Committee is 
appended to this Bulletin; but is probably far 
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from complete, because independent consign- 
ments of comforts are sometimes not reported 
to the Red Cross Commissioner. It would be 
very helpful if all such consignments were 
reported to him, so as to prevent overlapping 
and waste. The Red Cross also frequently help 
in sending to London for the various British 
Forces fighting in Europe consignments of Red 
Cross comforts which the donors have specially 
earmarked for that purpose. 


MEDICAL STORES & WOOLLEN GARMENTS. 


Ladies working parties can rest assured 
that the bandages and garments, which they 
have been making with so much labour, are not 
being showered promiscuously on _ hospitals 
which have no use for them, nor are woollen 
garments being sent to tropical places like 
Singapore, as was suggested a few months ago 
by a correspondent in a leading Indian Journal. 
All surplus stores are being collected in stores 
depots and issued only when they are wanted. 
Our chief Stores Depot at the Town Hall, 
Bombay, is in charge of the Red Cross Assistant 
Commissioner, who is packing all woollen 
garments in tin-lined sealed boxes of a portable 
size, each box containing a certain number of 
garments of the same kind, so that an order 
for, say, 3,000 pullovers can be executed at 
once without opening boxes and re-packing. 
Other Depots are at 5 Government Place, 
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Calcutta, at the Red Cross Building in Madras 
and at Karachi, and the Punjab Red Cross have 
recently agreed to re-open the Red Cross Depot 
at Lahore for hospital stores and for woollen 
garments made by work parties in the U.P., 
Punjab and North West Frontier Province. 
These depots are used to supply the minor 
demands received from time to time from the 
Army Medical authorities and when a sudden 
big demand arises their stores will at once be 
available. We are told that some ladies are 
depressed, because their handiwork is not being 
sent at once to the hospitals in Europe; but it 
must be remembered that there are innumerable 
work parties in Great Britain and France, pre- 
paring hospital stores for the needs of the 
troops fighting in Europe and it is essential 
that when the demand arises in India, we 
should be in a position to supply at once what- 
ever is wanted. Recently a printed circular 
has been issued to all Provincial and State 
Branches giving the present requirements of 
the Director of Medical Services in India. It 
will be noted that this is only a temporary 
estimate and may be increased at any moment 
when the necessity arises. It is most essential 
that Red Cross ladies working parties should 
not be broken up, when the Director’s modest 
demands have been satisfied. At least a nucleus 
of each party should be kept in existence and 
employed on ‘‘woollies’’ for the healthy 
troops, so as to be ready when a new Red 
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Cross demand is received. If the optimists who 
believe that the war will end without involving 
our Indian troops prove correct, the stores 
which are being collected will not be wasted. 
There are hundreds of hospitals in India which 
will be glad to share the medical stores, while 
the woollen garments will be most welcome 
next winter to our troops exposed to the bitter 
cold of Waziristan. There will be no difficulty 
in finding good uses for any woollen garments 
that our Waziristan Force does not need. Most 
of these woollen garments are for the healthy 
troops and are being made for the Amenities 
for Troops Fund. In the next wool contract 
it is proposed to buy white knitting wool for 
hospital needs and khaki wool for the healthy 
troops. 


THE AMENITIES FOR TROOPS FUND. 


This Fund was inaugurated by His Excellency 
the Viceroy in January last to supply comforts 
to our ‘“‘hale and hearty’ troops as opposed 
to the sick and wounded fighting men, who are 
the sole charge of the Red Cross. In most 
Provinces and States which have Red Cross 
and St. John Branches, the new Fund is 
managed by acommittee with nearly the same 
personnel as that which manages the Joint War 
work of the Red Cross and St. John. Some 
Provinces have included in their Amenities for 
Troops Fund Committee local representatives 
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of the Army or the Royal Indian Navy or the 
Royal Air Force. The accounts of the new 
Fund are kept separately from those of the 
Joint War Committee of the Red Cross and 
St. John. The Central Committee of the 
Amenities for Troops Fund 1s as follows :— 


The Hon’ble Sir Reginald Maxwell, K.c.S.1., C.1E., 
L.c.s., (Chairman). 

Sir Ernest Burdon, K.C.1.E., C.S.I., I.C.S. 

Major General G. G. Jolly, C.1.E., K.H.P., I.M.S. 

Major General Nigel Wilson, ¢.B., D.S.O., O.B.E. 
(Adjutant General’s nominee) 

Lady Cassels. 

Mrs. Tymms. 

Mr. U.N. Sen, C.B.E. 

The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur L. Ram Saran Das, ¢.1.E. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, ¢.1.E., M.L.A. 

Mr. D. N. Mitra, ¢C.B.E. 

A second nominee of the Adjutant General. 

Mr. A. C. Badenoch, ¢S.1., G.1.E., LCS. 

Mr. W. R. Tennant, 1.c.s. Hony. Treasurer. 

Mr. H. S. Crosthwaite, c.1.E. Hony. Secretary. 


KNITTING WOOL. 


No serious difficulty in obtaining materials 
for bandages, etc. has been reported from any 
Province to the Red Cross Commissioner, but 
there were numerous difficulties in obtaining 
knitting wool. Accordingly early in January a 
contract for 18,000 Ibs. of wool at Rs. 3-12-0 
per lb. was placed through the kind aid of the 
Indian Stores Department with the Raymond 
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Woollen Mills of Bombay. A small extra 
charge of 2% was made by the Department for 
inspection and certification that each consign- 
ment of wool was up to the tendered sample. 
This wool has been sold to Provincial and 
State Branches at Rs. 3-12-0 per lb., the 
Central Fund bearing the cost of inspection. 
Nearly all the wool has been sold and arrange- 
ments will soon be made for a fresh contract. 
As wool prices have risen, the next contract is 
not likely to be so favourable, but the wool will 
be much cheaper than similar wool bought 
locally in small quantities. There have been 
some complaints about delay in delivery; but 
it must be remembered that all such factories 
in India are working at high pressure on orders 
received from Government. Judged by the 
numerous orders for wool received by the Red 
Cross Commissioner from all over India, the 
arrangement has been welcomed by Provincial 
Branches. Most of the knitting wool is at 
present needed for ‘‘woollies’’ for healthy 
soldiers; and it is calculated that so far 
approximately 1/roth of the wool made into 
garments has been for Red Cross purposes and 
g/10th Amenities work. 


RED CROSS STAFF AND REPRESENTATIVES. 


At present the Indian Red Cross have an 
Honorary Red Cross Commissioner at Head- 
quarters and an Assistant Red Cross Commis- 
sioner in Bombay. Major General E. W.C. 
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Appeal, we recognise that the moment for a 
really vigorous publicity campaign will not 
arrive until our troops are involved in fighting. 
We have, however, issued a striking Red Cross 
poster by Avis Coburn, one of the Honorary 
Assistant Red Cross Commissioners, and cinema 
slides for display at cinemas throughout India. 
The Railways and cinema houses have promised 
us valuable help in our publicity work. 


LADIES WORKING PARTIES. 


Ladies Work parties throughout India have 
been doing a great amount of most valuable 
work which is increasing steadily every month. 
The Central Joint War Committee take this 
opportunity of thanking them once more and 
of congratulating them on their splendid effort. 
They also wish to thank the Packing Committees 
at the various headquarters, especially Calcutta 
and Bombay for their devotion to their heavy 
and responsible task. Our grateful thanks are 
also due to the many ladies and doctors who 
have been responsible for the wonderful 
progress of St. John Ambulance work through- 
out India. 


POSTAL MESSAGE SCHEME. 


At present the Indian Red Cross are not 
being allowed to send messages to Geneva 
for transmission to enemy and enemy-occupied 
territory, but the Government of India are 
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considering a Postal Scheme for such corres- 
pondence and it is hoped that the scheme will 
be published before long. The Indian Red 
Cross receive through the International Red 
Cross at Geneva a number of enquiries about 
enemy prisoners in India and after enquiry from 
the Government of India send the replies to the 
International Red Cross at Geneva. 


THINGS WANTED. 


All Provincial and State Branches will be 
glad to receive and send on to Bombay or 
Calcutta books and illustrated journals of a 
reasonably recent date and in reasonably good 
condition. It is no use to send old and tattered 
books for which the hospitals will find no 
readers. Recently, for instance, one Branch 
sent to Waziristan 1563 back numbers of the 
Indian Red Cross Journal, which would be of 
little or no interest to the average soldier. 
Provincial Branches should weed out books, 
magazines, etc. unlikely to be welcome, before 
sending on consignments to hospitals. We are 
constantly receiving requests for Urdu, Hindi 
and Gurmukhi literature. Our Indian workers 
are specially invited to remember this request 
for suitable Indian literature. 
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Articles sent to Hospitals by Indian Red Cross 
Society up to April 30th, 1940. 


Singapore. 


Stationery and Games— 


Cards .. 240 

Games ve BE 

Envelopes .. 60 pkts 

Nibs .. 288+ 2 gross boxes 
and 3 boxes. 

Pencils .. 48 

Penholders .. 84 

Pads .. 60 

Fountain pens .. 60 

Clothing— 

(Hospital requirements). 
Handkerchiefs .. 240 
Singlets .. 18 
Socks .. 28 
Pyjamas .. 162 
Dressing gowns .. = 24 
Forage Cap es I 
Helpless jackets .. = 34 
Pneumonia ,, .. 24 
Dusooti .. 103 yards. 
Turkey red cloth se £0 5, 


Red saloo cloth ia. “20° ie 
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Towels-face 

Cup and jug covers 
Sponge gloves 

H. W. B. covers 
Tidies 


Miscellaneous— 


Cigarettes 


Gramophone records .. 
Literature oe 


Cataplasium-large tins 
» 4, small ,, 
Sweets 
Fly papers 
Fly whisks 
Flit guns 
Forks, small 
Knives _,, 
Spoons, tea 

desert 
Pulse glasses 
Soap-cakes 

,, tollet 
Tooth brushes 

», Powder 
Neem sticks 


“4 
288 
288 


144 


. 1,000 


go 
quantity. 
24 
24 
84 Ibs. 
18 pkts + 288 
360 
48 
24 
24 
30 
39° 
24 
520 
224 
216 
240 


quantity. 
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Articles sent to Hospitals by Indian Red Cross 
Society up to 30th April, 1940. : 





Egypt. 
Stationery and Games— 
Envelopes .. 6,100 
Inkpots .. I00 
Nibs .. 300 + 2 boxes 
Pens oe AZ 
Pencils .- 60 
Writing pads ». 435 
Books—Gurmukhi .. 50 
ie Urdu ». 50 
‘3 Hindi .» 50 


Pamphlets—Hindi and 
Urdu... =—-100 
also books quantity. 


Cards 62 
Chess boards = 3 
Games compendium .. I 
Darts ie. 42 
», Boards sa 2 
Draughts as 6 
Games Miscellaneous .. 33 
Gramophones .. I4 
Gramophone needles .. 36 boxes. 
. records .. 250 
- records 
Indian.. 295 


Magazines .. quantity. 
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Magazines Bound 

volumes 
Pacheese 
Harmonium 
Gungroo set 
Tabla set 


Clothing— 
bandages etc. 


Bandages 
a crepe 
7 manytail 
> markeen 
es Roller 


Triangular .. 


Bed socks 
Coat, markeen 
Gauze 
Handkerchiefs 
Jackets flannel 

» helpless 

- Pneumonia 
Pyjamas 

or coats 
Shorts 
Operation stockings 
Singlets 
Slings 
Gloves 
Socks 
Suits-helpless 
Balaclava caps 


. 1,008 


NOD 
MH He HM Oy OO 


IZ 
I2 


536 
6 


102 
37 
6 


I 
18 yards. 


II 
32 
56 
38 
24 
I 
24 

15. 
100 
144 
IO 


48 
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Mufflers sa 7 
Chapplis = 8 
Slippers a 
Cigarettes, Food— 
Bengers Food. .. 300 tins. 
Horlicks Milk sa BOO: 75; 
Sweets .. 100 lbs. 
Cocoa Be 6 tins. 
Ovaltine — - 
Marmite ay 6 Jars. 
Condiments .. I lbs. 
Tea 7 4 cases. 
Cigarettes 31,650 
Biris 61,400 
Money. .. £E 430 
Miscellaneous— 
Antiphlogistine .. 50 Tins. 
Ash trays .. 300 
Bags for valuables .. 126 
Basins ne 4; 
Bed tables _ 6 
Bed pockets .. 680 
Boot polish six. 2 
Bootand button brushes 24 
Bowls & flower vases... 175 
Brasso- oe (72 
Call bells .. 98 
Chairs-Invalid + 4 


Combs .. 412 
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Covers-jug and cup 
Dressing tray 
Dhurries 
Feeding cups 
Dusters 

Face gloves 
Fly flaps 

Fly papers 
Hair Brushes 
Ice caps 

Hair oil 

H. W. bottles 
H. W. B. covers 
Mirrors 
Housewife 
Kettles 

Jugs 
Pin-cushions 
Razais 
Sandbags 
Razors 

Razor blades 
Saucepans 
Mugs 

Sponges 
Soap, cakes 
Soap, box 
Soap, washing 
Soap, washing 
Spittoons 
Screens 

Table cloth 


744 
4 
IO 
20 
620 
30 
300 
600 
300 


300 (8 oz. bottles) 
100 
367 
18 
30 
6 
150 
36 
IO 
144 
20 
100 
30 
20 
24 
650 
200 
50 lbs. 
2 bags. 
72 
20 


,) 


1g 


Tooth brush 
Tooth Powder 
Towels 
Thermos 


Waste paper baskets 7 


Wringers 

Premus stoves 
Torches 

Tumblers 

Cups and saucers 
Individual tea sets 
Soup plates 


Pestle & mortar for 


condiments 
Neem tooth sticks 
Sewing machine 
Pulse glasses 


324 
324 
596 
6 
IOO 
IZ 
6 

8 
50 
20 
8 

2 


6 
I crate. 
I 


24 
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Articles sent to Hospitals by Indian Red Cross 
Society up to 30th April, 1940. 





Wes PP 

Clothing etc.— 
Balaclavas .. 66 
Dressing gowns a3 a 
Jackets, bed im 182 
,, flannel aa 13 
» helpless ts 13 
» pneumonia .. 50 
» quilted .. 24 
» twill ee 25 
Mittens 4. 210 
Mufflers .. 529 
Gloves .. 38 
Pullovers em 6 
Pyjamas .. 130 
re helpless .. 8 
Shirt - I 
», bed .. 40 
», helpless .. 36 
Socks we 225 
,, cotton si 2 
», hospital ee 4 
» Operation a3 6 
» bed a3 23 
Stockings operation .. 13 


Food—Cigarettes etc. 
Cream - I tin. 
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Matches .. 36 boxes. 
Milk Sa 2 tins. 
Cigarettes 54,000 
144 tins. 
350 pkts. 
every 3 months 27,600 
Sweets .. 50 lbs. 
, Indian .. 80 lbs. 
every 3 months _150 lbs. 
Biscuits .. 30 tins. 
Fruit .. 24 tins. 
Ovaltine os g tins. 
Orange squash .. 24 bottles. 
Soup _ 6 tins. 
Bournvita Cocoa a 4 tins. 
Chocolate .. 24 pkts. 
Barley sugar Hi 4 lbs. 
Games and Stationery— 
Magazines, English .. 92 
Gurmukhi... 15 
Urdu .. 2,350 
Books, English .. 14 
Pencils ..  36every 3 months. 
Pads .. 36every 3 months. 
Cards .. 36 
Games Sie 22 
Miscellaneous— 
Ash trays _ 7 
Cotton sewing reels .. 12 


Dust pan and Brushes 6 
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Fly flaps 
Hair oil 
H. W. bottles 
Needles 
Pomade 
Puzzles 
Safety pins 
Shaving mirror 
Soap-bars 

,, cakes 
,, carbolic 

Sponges 
Thermos 
Torches 
Coal shovels 3 
Gramophone records .. 
Gramophone needles .. 
Pictures 
Walking sticks 
Net door covers 
Ping pong balls 


Hospital requiremenis— 


Bandages ies 
” abdominal .. 
7 Many Tail .. 
a Roller 
Be) i. ° 
- Triangular .. 

Bed covers 

,, pockets 
Belts 


7 
I 
15 
20 pkts. 
2 bottles. 


13 
13 
4 
204 
I2 boxes. 


24 
156 


24 


864 
6 


58 
242 
62 
80 
2 


37 
6 
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Blankets se “21 
Binders, abdominal .. 5 
Pads ” is 12 
Cup covers .. 188 
Draw sheets ce 5 
Fomentation cloths .. 24 
Foot covers ce 54 
Handkerchiefs .. 96 
H. W. B. covers .. 129 
Jharans .. 230 
Surgeon’s caps a, 2a 

masks se. 22 
Pillow cases a 15S 
Sandbags .. 62 
Sheets, bed iy 32 
Swabs im. +94 
Slings .. 18 
Wringers se 4 
Tidies .. 40 
Towels | .. 49 
Washing gloves se 2 
Glove bags ee Ot 


Grant of Rupees 199 for a wireless set for 
Manzai Hospital, also a wireless set for Razmak 
Hospital. 


